The Second Iowa City Convention--known hereafter as
TCON2-will be held from iovember 5 through 7

at the Carousel Inn in Coralville, Iowa (our

answer to brooklyn)., For those of you who
were here last year it's still 2xit 59

from Interstate 80, For those who weren't

here, we recommend the above Exit also,
Guest of Honor this year is Frank Herbert,
Fan Guest is iike Glicksohn,
rotel rates are $16 for a single; 21

for a double,

Our rates are $5 advance; 37 at the
door,
«e have Huckster Tables at $10 per.

Please contact Rusty Hevelin
3023 0ld Troy Pike
Dayton, Ohio 45404 (send him
vour check, too)

There is a trunch this year to te held at midmorning on Sunday.
The price will be $3,50 per epiglottis, (nummers...)

For those of you who are mad about water sports, there is a pool,
It is, fortunately, indoors. Please bring your kickboard and and an excuse
for not having a suit, (No cameras in the shallow end, please,)

Once again there will be a Masquerade Ball, However, this year we
guarantee all prizes to be of exceptional quality, and?a snug fit, So
bring your leather and chrome; you'll be very glad you did, The sign-up
for the costume Jjudging will be at the Convention Center Table, Pleuse
write legibly,

Panels this year include a Cosmology lecture (8:103), and a talk
on the L-5, or How to be at Home in Space,

There will be films, parties, cartoons, parties, Tucker, parties,
Haldeman, parties, Tory parties, and hellish amounts of booze.

Bring your gultars and balalaikas for a filksing, and don't plan
on going bedways until you notice carpet growing under your chin,

jake checks payable to S,F,L.I,3, and send them to S,#.L.I.5.,

Box 710, Iowa City, Iowa 52240, For more informatlon mark Attentlon;
ilark “4oore, Hovember 5 through 7. Ze there. Aloha,
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Th 15 FENPERGHAST CRUMP OFmoWBEND,Mﬁ'M AND Hi5 CARAFAN~ CR, INOTRER WORDS, SELE-A COMOPATIN
FOREANS ATTENDING CROWPED CONUENTIONS ~ CONVENTIONS LIKE ICONZ,NNE?'{}EE SEATR fﬁ’ TRE CARNSEL
1\% IN IOWA ITV. WUL HE MAKE IT DOWN EXIT59 FROM INTERSTATE 02 YoU'lL NE/ER KNOW UNLESS

KTTEND. AND WATTH THE OTHER Bl& NANES AS TREK PPUR CFF THE HHGHWAYw LiCE Gokt
FRANK HERBERT, BNFGUEST MINSCULE MIKE GUCKSOHA AND ONE ER TIWO OTHERS LWHO MA HAVE .
TAEN THE (WRONG TURNING . TRE MOTBL IS CHARGHNG §16 00 7BR A SINGLE; $2/-00 FoR ADOVRLE
(No PEREK; THATS FOR REOMS, NOT DRINKS...) AND, UN(ESS YoU PLAYN 6 BE A FINK AND SNEAKCH
ICON2 WILL RIP YU OFF FOR 45700 ADVANCE , §7:00 AT THE PCOR (TRAT'S A RIP OFF 22 Wou
SHOUD LIVE IN TORONTD. ...) . RUSTY HEVEUN, THE GRAND OLD EAN OF THE SEA, IS SITTING PATENTY
IN HIS RECKING CHAR AT 3023 OLD TROY PIKE, PAYTON, OHIO 45404 WAITING R AL These-
SPARE $I000 CHEQUES (o) HICKSTERS ARE SENDIMG TR THE DERLERS TABLES, OTHER T
Al THERE GOONES THERE'S A MIDMORVING- SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE STAGGERNG FEOFER 5
PER RAVENCUS PN THE MOTEL S0ASTS AN [NPCOR POOL (IWNSVEMBER U WANT I SHALD AL
GO CUTSIDE 77 ?) AND WE'LL BE HOLDING A MASQUERADE BALL , SEVERAL PAVELS o oF
THINGS CALLED HALDE MANS ~COPS ~ PARTIES , SHOWING FILMS AP DRWKING COPIOUS “ALIoUNTS
OF MINERAL WATER OF KCREDBLE . OF COURSE Thi USUAL ROWPES LXLL TIAVG
OR HALDEMANS = COPS AGAIN! SORRYBOUT DAT, MASSA—~GUITARS AND SNG- DETENT AVD
NON - BAWDY SONGS AND BE TRROWN QUT” UNTIL THEY (EARN THE RUDE WORDS, MYK/ORD,
ITSOUNDS VAGUELY INTERESTING, DOEBA'T™ (77 O.fc GRAR TRE CHEZUE BookS AAD START
YUR UTERARY CAREERS BY SEADING YEUR EFFERTS, MADE OUT T S.FELILS, TO SFL.I.S,
SOX TI0, IOWA CITY, I0WA SRR 40, ATTENTION MARK MOORE . 0.7 RIGHT A0 YoURE N
YEUR WAY T8 SEZ |F FENDERGHAST MACES [T, |SN'T THAT LOHAT (CON 2 (S ALL ABOOT?
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Thanks goes to Mr. Rindner for his letter, and I want to encour-

age all you folks in the New York City area to drop in and see
the fine job he's doing.

ICON REPORT

This put month I attended my first science fiction convene
tion in Iowa City, Iowa., SFLIS, the science fiction club of the
University of Iowa, sponsered the event in grand style, In fact

by the time I got there the second day the host hotel had put out
the words too much beer got into the pool the night before, and
the fans should use a little more restraint thereafter. Still,
251 fans, several top science fiction authors, and nice facil-
ities make a great combination. A couple dozen dealers added
enough of a comlic con atmosphere for me to feel right at honme.

Due to prior commitments I could only stay for one day, but I
attended the two most important events of the convention.Firstly,
Frank Herbert, the distinguished author of Dune, attended for the
second year in a row, giving a talk about science fiction and
writing in general. On writing he said ideas can come from any-
where, Jack.Vance gets his from a leprechaun, Poul Anderson
gets his from a "gross dirty old man with a Dutch accent™ who
brings him grimy pieces of paper. Larry Niven's ldeas appear my-
steriously as words on the inner face of his glasses. Lester del
Rey's ideas appear as invisible ink on the back of Bordeau wine
bottle labels. Unfortunately not all Bordeau wine bottles have
messages. Mr. Herbert gets his ideas from a teprissiot (all you
Herbert fans will know what that is, right?). For the rest of
us, this teprissiot was a plece of wood gathered for the fire-
place that chose to negotiate for its life. Ideas, however,
don't make a -storv. "So help me God, it is not the ideas," he
sald. "It's how you develop them. (And) Plotting is (simply)
whatever you do to make the reader want to read the next line."
He said he plotted all three Dune books before writing any of
them, then researched till he absolutely had to start. The third
book changed a little, as he did in that time, but not much. Out
of his experience Mr. Herbert noted "you must become your own
worst critic.® Like himself you must be able to look back on
something you wrote 35 years earlier and say "Oh my God! I did
write that.”™ And he sald you cannot have too many pretentions
about what you do. Making a big deal out of everything doesn't
help. Keep writing, though, for the more people write great
stories, the more people will read them, and the more will be
published.

As for science fiction, Mr. Herbert declared "Let's get sci-
ence fiction back in the gutter where it belongs!® The intellec-
tual, technical editors have made the genre into a strange cari-
cature of itself, For example, Mr. Herbert has three best-sellers
in France: Dune, Dune Messiah, and Whipping Star, The intellec-
tual elite over there buy Whipping Star then sit around saying
“Now what did he really mean by thati™ Allegory and philosophy
have confused the issue, Mr, Herbert said writers must get sci-
ence fiction back to basics for its own good. Then he made some
predictions., Future science fiction will emphasize the paradisie
cal and the horrendous. We will see more tales about alternate
social structures in light of oncoming technical advances. The
computer will become all-important to everyone, and we will have
colonies in space within 25 years. The horrendous emphasis will
reflect the oncoming "Age of the Kamikaze." As he saw it, ter-
orism will rise; and even our fission plants 1lie in danger. A
madman in a snall Cessna plane loaded with explosives could plow
into a nuclear plant, causing a nuclear explosion or scattering
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' Fans, neofans, pros and smoffers
‘have fan-tastic time at ICON II

-

They

A "fan" is someone who is part of the
fantastic (some would say fanatic)
world of science fiction addiction
known as “fandom." Once you're
hooked on “fandom" there is little hope
your life will be the same. |

You'll find yourself in Sandusky,
Ohio, one week and Coralville the next.
And you will have friends everywhere
because fandom is a tightly knit, inter-
national community of people who
share a common interest in science
fiction and fantasy in all its forms,

“Fandom” took over the Carousel
Convention Center here Friday night
when more than 250 fans attended
ICON II — the second annual Iowa City
regional science fiction convention.

Among the fans were well-known
writer Frank Herbert, author of
“Dune,” one of the classic
science fiction novels; and a celebrity
of more recent vintage — Joe W.
Haldeman of lowa City, whose novel,
“The Forever War,” has earned him all
the major science fiction awards for
best novel of 1976, including the
Nebula and the Hugo.
It Went Swimmingly

ICON I featured movies, parties,
skinny-dipping in the motel indoor pool,
parties, lectures, a panel discussion on
science fiction weaponry, parties, the
“huckster room,"” a presentation on the

masquerade ball,

It was all very “fannish" a term
used to describe the degree of dedica-
tion to fandom.

“Fannish is when you go to a ‘con’ on
your honeymoon,” explained Allyson
Abramowitz of Pittsburgh, Pa.

The FIAWOL

' the view of many fans. FIAWOL stands

for Fandom Is a Way of Life.
Fandom has a language all its own.

®Pro — the writers

_such as Herbert and Haldeman.

-"g'

Haldeman started out 13 years ago
the of a fan. Now he’s a pro. Bu

said at gatherings like ICON II, “1

was “Autoclave” and the Washington,
D.C., convention, was “Disclave.”

® Neofan — a newcomer to fandom.
Some neofans are more “spacey” than
“old fans” and neofans tend to be the
ones discovered by television cameras
reporting on cons. Old fans dislike the
neofans’ “crazies” image and they get
especially incensed when all of fandom
is represented by a neofan’s kookiness,

¢ Fanzine — the name for amateur
science fiction magazines and journals
that are published all over the world.
Fanzine editors are among the most
dedicated to fandom.

® Smof (Secret Master of Fandom)
— This is someone who enjoys organiz-
ing cons and other fandom events,
When a smof is really hard at work its
called “smoffing."

There is a term strictly forbidden in
fandom language. It's sci-fi. That term
is to science fiction what racial slurs
are to ethnic groups.

If you must use an abbreviation, SF
is perfectly acceptable.

Splinter Groups

There are a number of splinter
groups in the world of fandom, such as
the “trekkies," the cult that has grown
out of the television series

the ideals of Medieval society.

ICON II was patterned after
regional conventions that take place at
least once a month in the United States.
Fans like regional cons because the
smaller groups allow for more socializ-
ing and a chance to meet new fans.
(World cons draw as many as 40,000
fans.)

A popular place at any con is the
“huckster room” where vendors sell
T-shirts, posters, comics and other
items associated with SF. Hucksters
sell lots of paperback books and it is
always a fan's dream to find thal par-
ticular SF book that will complete a
collection.

“Invariably at every convention you
hear or see a person chortle with glee
after he picked up a book he’s looked
for for three or four years,” said Rusty
Hevelin, 54, of the Dayton, Ohio, area,
Hevelin is in charge of ICON II's
huckster room.
~Every regional con has 2 “Fan Guest
of Honor" whose expenses are paid by
the gathering. ICON’s guest was
Michae!l Glickson of Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, a high school mathematics
teacher who won the 1973 Hugo for
best fanzine.

Also attending was Eric Lindsay
from Sidney, Australia. Lindsay

facty Saptamivr i Keoom 5 Mo,
| {MidAmericon) and decided to see .
| more of (he United States by going
from con to con.
ICON H was Lindsay's con
since arriving in the United States this
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science fiction, because, fans say, itis a
very special form of human com-
munication.

“Most of us are communicators.

“bureaucrat” with the
Federal Energy Administration,

‘attended his first World Con in

Cleveland, Ohio, in 1966, and many
more since.,

Huff said cons never get routine
beulgo"thepeoplemmeumso




